Ways To Make Money As A Teenager GUIDE!
If you’re a teenager looking to make money, you’ve
come to the right place! You’re at a time in your life
when it’s important to learn how to earn and manage
your own money.
Chances are that as a child you received pocket
money or an allowance for doing things around the
house for your parents. If so, you have had a taste of what earning your own
money is like. If you’ve never earned money a day in your life, that’s okay!
Now is the time to learn.
Now as a teenager, you may not be able to ask your parents or you don’t want
to ask your parents for money. But, there are still expenses you need to pay
for, like entertainment, clothes, and things you want to do.
You may also be starting to save for a car, for college, and
for moving out. Let’s dive into ways to make money as a
teenager, the benefits, and what to do with your money
after you’ve made it.

Benefits Of Making Money As A Teen
There are so many benefits to making money when you’re a teenager. It helps
you learn how to manage money on your own before you get out of your
parent’s house. Not to mention, you get to spend it (for the most part) how
you want.

Making money as a teen teaches you balance
Having a job teaches you how to balance time, money, and prioritize what’s
important in your life. It allows you to learn how to balance what
you want versus what you need. Having a job allows you to learn how to save
up for an item that you want. Likewise, it teaches that you can say no to
something that might not be worth your hard-earned money.
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Making money as a teen teaches valuable work experience
Teenagers are only a few years away from going off into the adult world, going
to college, or going to work in their selected field. Having work experience
before applying for a job will be a HUGE bonus.
Ultimately, having a job as teen makes you more marketable in the future.
Companies and employers will be more inclined to hire someone if they see that
person has previous work experience rather than someone who hasn’t.

Making Money As A Teen Builds Confidence
When you work a job you have never worked before, they you are being given
the opportunity to learn something new. And when you learn new things, you
increase your skillset. This helps to build your confidence and self believe that
you CAN do things you never thought you would be able to do!
Having a sense of humility paired with confidence will set you apart when
looking for a job and talking with potential employers. When they see
confidence and sureness in you, they know they can count on you. The more
practice and experience you get, the more confidence you build!

Ways To Make Money As A Teenager
1. Swagbucks
There are tons of ways to make money through Swagbucks. You can earn points by
shopping online, watching videos, searching the web, and answering surveys. You can
redeem your points for gift cards to places like Amazon, Marks and Spencer, John
Lewis, or even get cashback through Paypal!

2. Survey Junkie
Completing online surveys is so simple. Literally all you have to give is your opinion or
experience, and you can earn rewards. With Survey Junkie, you build a profile and
they match you to certain surveys that fit your criteria. When you complete the
surveys, you can earn virtual rewards. These virtual reward points can be redeemed
for PayPal and e-gift cards!
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3. Babysitting
Everyone needs a babysitter, especially one they
can trust! Building relationships with your
neighbors, friends’ parents, or even teachers who
have younger kids can help set you up with families
you can babysit for longterm. You can even sign up
on Care.com to advertise your babysitting services!

4. Pet Sitting
If you love cats, dogs, and pets in general, then why
not offer your pet sitting services! You can
advertise on Facebook, Instagram, around your
neighbourhood, You can even sign up on Care.com or
even through the Rover.com app! Getting paid to
love on dogs and cats is my kind of job!

5. Walk dogs
Dogs need to be walked every day, sometimes multiple
times. This one is in high demand as people need someone
who can walk their dogs while they’re at work! Ask your
neighbours or put flyers at your neighbourhood hot spots
where you know people will see your flyer or business card.
Sign up on borrowmydoggy.com, greendogwalking.co.uk or
even through the Rover.com app!

6. Freelance writing
If you’re a talented writer or if you are
interested in writing someday, freelance
writing is a great way to gain practice and build
up your resume. People are constantly looking
to hire others to write blog posts for them or
even ghost-write parts of their books. You can
start your own blog to show examples of your
work, then add it to your LinkedIn resume or
social media.
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7. Referee or umpire
Every little league or recreation league needs refs and umpires! If you’re into sports
or want to get some extra exercise while making money, this could be the perfect
part-time job for you! Why not check out Career-Pilot or Go-Mammoth for more info!

8. Manage social media accounts
Bloggers, entrepreneurs, and others don’t always enjoy the social media side of their
businesses. They look to hire virtual assistants or social media experts to run their
accounts. Plus, if you’re up to date on the latest trends and hacks to social media, you
may be exactly who they want on their team!

9. Sell your clothes plus bits and bobs via online selling
apps
Millions of people are currently buying and selling clothes online!
This is a great way to make extra money and clean out your space
of clothes you never use or wear anymore in the process. Ebay, Shopify,
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ASOS market place, Vinted, Shopify, Savethestudent.org, Gigapromo, Shpock are
some of the apps to download.

10. Sell stuff on Facebook Marketplace
Clean out the clothes you never wear or the things you never use anymore and sell
them!! It definitely adds up when you sell several items. You can clean out books,
shoes, and even electronics you never use anymore. You’d be surprised how much you
can make!

11. Blog
If you have a blog that has a solid amount of traffic, you can easily make money by
monetizing your blog. You can promote affiliate links or even run ads on your blog to
make extra money.

12. Become a personal assistant
There are tons of adults who run their own businesses or who are just busy that need
extra help with their tasks for their business. If you are good at organising have
attention to detail, good written skills, a quick learner and can do administration, this
could be a great job for you!

13. Start a Youtube Channel
Learn how to make Youtube videos and create content for people on a topic you’re
good at or interested in. If you want to learn how to make Youtube videos, check
out this video! You will eventually make money by allowing ads to be displayed on your
videos through GoogleAdSense.

14. Deliver food with Deliveroo, UberEats or Getir or Stuart
An easy way to make extra money is to become a courier, you will deliver food that
people have ordered from restaurants. You have to be 18 years or older to apply.
Also, it’s a great job to have if you want to create your own schedule!

15. Shop with Ibotta
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With Ibotta, you can literally get paid for spending money on things you’re already
buying. All you have to do is take a photo of your receipt after you make a purchase.
If you bought any qualifying items, you’ll have cashback in your account within 48
hours. It’s that simple!

16. Start a lawn care business
You can make really good money by mowing lawns, pulling
weeds, or helping spruce up flower beds. Simply advertise
your services to your neighbours, family, friends, and
even on social media. You’d be surprised how many people
dislike mowing the lawn and will gladly pay a teenager to
do it for them!

17. Work for Chick-fil-a
Chick-fil-A is a wonderful company to work for and there are tons of ways to grow in
the company. Plus, their customer service training is above reproach!

18. Become a tutor
You can charge at least £20/hour for tutoring a subject you’re strong in! Math and
English are the ones most in demand, but really any subject is needed. You can market
yourself on social media platforms, at your school, and by even making flyers or
business cards.

19. Teach music lessons
People are always looking for music
lessons…especially for beginners! If there’s a
musical instrument or skill you’re good at, then
this could be a fun job for you! You can charge
per lesson and make pretty good money doing
it. Plus, you can make your own schedule!

20. Make things and sell them on Etsy
If you’re a painter, handletterer, make t-shirts, or any craft you’re good at, you can
sell on Etsy! It’s a website for creatives to sell their creations. You can check out
Etsy here!
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21. Become a housecleaning assistant
Reach out to an adult who does housecleaning and see if you can join the team! As a
teenager, you probably can’t do this solo. However, if you join the right team, you can
work with them!

22. Wash cars
Advertise through your
neighborhood your car washing
services! If people know they don’t
have to get out to wash their car or
drive to a car wash, some would
gladly pay someone to come to them
to wash their car.

23. Set up Christmas lights
People will pay big bucks to have someone assemble
their outdoor Christmas lights for them! This may be
one you have to join an adult to do, but even so, you
can still make solid money doing this. Find a trusted
adult who does this and see if you can join their team
during the holidays!

24. Teach a foreign language
If you know a second language, put your skills to work and do an online search for
people wanting to learn a different language. Check out this website to see different
sites you can earn money through teaching a foreign language.

25. Filing and office work
Take time to search for any local businesses like insurance companies, doctors
offices, or receptionist jobs to do things like filing, scheduling, and answering phones
or emails. This is a great job to build your administrative skills and looks great on a
resume!
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26. Sell pictures you’ve taken
If you’re a gifted photographer, selling your
pictures to be used for stock photos is always a
good idea! Check out Shuttershock, Adobe Stock,
and Photoshelter if this interests you.

27. Have a garage sale
You might be surprised to learn that some people still love a simple garage sale! Set
up your garage (with your parents’ permission, of course!) and sell the things you no
longer use or need to make some extra cash or even sell for other people i.e. family or
friends or simply advertise to sell peoples unwanted stuff for a percentage of the
sales £££!

28. Sell your books
Download the app BookScouter. Scan the barcode of the
book you’re wanting to sell, and it will give you the
different stores or thrift shops that will buy the book and
at what price. You can also take your books into a book
resale shop to sell.

29. Sign up for Instawork
Instawork s a great way to set your own schedule and be considered for on-demand
staff. This is another type of “TaskRabbit” app, but it’s for businesses instead of
your neighbour.

30. Watch movie trailers
Check out Swagbucks for tons of these kinds of jobs! People like to get their views on
their videos up, so they will literally pay you to watch their movie trailers or videos.

31. Become a DJ
Are you good at DJ’ing? You can use your services at
birthday parties, weddings, and events!

32. Start vlogging
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You can create a Youtube channel or Vimeo and post your videos! After a while, you
can even monetize your channel with ads that will air before your videos.

33. Become an Amazon Associate
If you have a large following on social media or even
your own blog, you can promote products based on
your niche. Then, when someone uses your link to
purchase that product – you make a small commission off of it!

34. Teach a sport
If you’re good at a certain sport, so many parents will pay you to train their kids and
help them get some practice in. Whether it’s running
football routes, basketball fundamentals, or any sport for
that matter, you can definitely
earn money helping kids out
developing their skills!

35. Kennel assistant
If you love animals, then check out your local veterinarian to see if they have any
kennel assistant or receptionist jobs at their office.

36. House sit for a family friend
When people go out of town, they like to
make it look like someone’s home and tend to
their pets, plants, and check their mail.
People need someone they can trust and rely
on. Check with your family friends or people
you know to see if you can house sit while they’re out of town next time.

37. Salon or spa receptionist
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This is a great job for you if you love talking to people and if organisation is in your
wheelhouse. Scheduling appointments and manning the front desk is a great job for a
teenager!
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And More Ways to Make Money Online at Home…
Make money with a side gig and learn how long it will take to see the extra income, whether
it’s freelancing online, driving passengers or selling your stuff.

How to make money online
Making money online is the sweet spot people look for in the gig economy. Whether you
aspire to be a six-figure social media influencer, or are just looking to supplement your
regular income with some internet gigs, we've found some viable options.

1. Pick up freelance work online
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Make money online through websites such as Upwork, Fiverr and Freelancer.com. These sites
offer opportunities to do a variety of freelance jobs, such as writing, programming, design,
marketing, data entry and being a virtual assistant. Fluent in a second language? Check sites
such as Gengo or One Hour Translation, or drum up business through a site of your own. No
matter what kind of freelancing you do, keep track of the going rate for the kind of work you
provide so you know if you’re charging too much or too little.
Total time: It can take a while to get your first gig. Setup: 24 hours. How easy to
start: Easy, if you have the expertise. Age threshold: 13+ but varies by site.
Payment speed: Varies by site.
Need to know
•

Upwork will approve your profile within 24 hours. But keep in mind it can take time to
land your first freelance gig.
• Payment varies by site. On Upwork, you're paid after you and the client review the
work, 10 days after the billing period ends. On Fiverr, you're paid when the work order
is complete, but you can't withdraw funds for another 14 days.
Requirements
•
•

Upwork requires users to be at least 18. Fiverr sets the age requirement at 13. And
Freelancer.com requires users to be at least 16.
Some sites require you be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident.

2. Test websites and apps
Another way to make money from home is on sites like UserTesting.com. You get paid for
your thoughts on how well — or not so well — certain websites and apps worked. You’ll have
to pass a short test to be accepted, then you’ll be paid £10 for each 20-minute test, which
involves a recording and answering four follow-up written questions. Or you could earn up to
£120 to participate in a video conversation with a customer after your test.
Total time: Approval time can vary. Setup: Less than an hour. How easy to start:
Easy, if you have the tech gear and complete a sample test. Age threshold: 18+.
Payment speed: Seven days.
Need to know
•

You typically need to complete a sample test as part of the application process.
• You will start receiving testing opportunities after your application is approved.
• The timeline for approval can vary.
• You get paid seven days after completing a website or app test.
• Payment is issued via PayPal.
Requirements
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•
•
•

You need to be at least 18.
You need a computer, internet connection and microphone.
Mobile app testers also need an Android or iOS mobile phone or tablet.

3. Pick up tasks on Amazon's Mechanical Turk
Even in the age of automation, some jobs still require a human touch. Companies often
outsource those jobs via services like Amazon’s Mechanical Turk. As a “worker,” the tasks
you’ll be assigned can be tedious — tagging images, transcribing videos, classifying receipts
— and can take anywhere from a few minutes to a few hours. Temporary employers or
“requesters” set the price for each task and get to approve the finished product before
paying you. That can leave room for scams, so do your research. Join a community like the
MTurk Crowd forum, or the MTurk and Turker Nation subreddits, which can steer you away
from shifty dealers. These communities and fellow “workers” can answer questions and give a
realistic idea of how much money you can expect to make.
Total time: Several days to find out if you're approved. Setup: Depends on the
task you choose. How easy to start: Easy if you have certain skills. Age threshold:
18+. Payment speed: You get paid following work approval, which can take up to
30 days.
Need to know
•

It’s unclear how long it takes Amazon to review your application, but according to the
MTurk subreddit, it can take several days to learn if you were approved or denied.
• After you submit your work, the requester has 30 days to approve it.
• You can have your earnings deposited into your bank account or put on an Amazon
gift card.
Requirements
•
•

You must be at least 18 to register for Mechanical Turk.
You also need an Amazon account to register for Mechanical Turk.

4. Take surveys for money
You can make money from home by taking online surveys, but don’t expect to be rolling in
the dough. Survey sites don’t typically offer a big payoff, and many sites are more useful for
earning gift cards than cash. Some of the more popular survey sites include Swagbucks and
Survey Junkie. Read our analysis of a dozen survey sites to find out which one is best suited
for you.
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Total time: It will take a while. Setup: Just minutes. How easy to start: Very. Just
register and begin. Age threshold: 13 to 18+. Payment speed: Varies by site.
Need to know
•

You can register with a site and start taking surveys in a matter of minutes.
• The time it takes to get paid depends on the survey site and how much time you
dedicate to taking surveys.
• Some sites let you cash out only after you hit a minimum earnings threshold. With
InboxDollars, for example, the threshold is £30 for first-time payments and £10 for
additional payments.
• Other survey sites issue points, which can be redeemed for cash (via PayPal) or gift
cards.
Requirements
•
•

Most survey sites have a minimum age requirement, which ranges from 13 to 18,
depending on the site.
Individual surveys may have specific requirements. Don't be surprised if you are
disqualified from a survey without much explanation.

5. Make money from your blog as an affiliate
If you’re a blogger who gets decent traffic, you could make money by joining an affiliate
network. Affiliates (that’s you) get paid when someone clicks through from the website to the
partner site and buys something there. Some bloggers make a lot of money this way.
Total time: It can take quite a while to build an audience. Setup: With blog
templates, building a site is easy. How easy to start: Starting is not that difficult.
Creating regular content may be another matter. Age threshold: Any. Payment
speed: A month or two, on average.
Need to know
•
•
•
•

•

First, you need a blog, social media account or other online presence that draws a
healthy number of visitors each month.
Then, you need to apply for and be approved by an affiliate marketing network like CJ
Affiliate, ShareASale, FlexOffers or Amazon Associates.
Payment schedules and thresholds vary by affiliate network, but expect to wait at least
a month or two for your first paycheck.
Amazon Associates pays out earnings 60 days after the end of the calendar month in
which they were earned. You must have a balance of at least £10 for earnings to be
disbursed.
ShareASale disburses earnings on the 20th of each month, if you earned £50 or more
the previous month.
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Requirements
•

A blog, social media account or other online presence that attracts a steady stream of
visitors.

6. Get advertising revenue from your blog or YouTube channel
Turn your cat videos into cash videos. If your YouTube videos or blog posts draw a big
audience, you may be able to make money from advertising. With Google AdSense,
businesses pay to advertise around your content. The service is free, but there are
requirements you must meet.
Total time: It can take several weeks to get up and running. Setup: Not that hard.
How easy to start: Depends on how good you are at producing interesting videos.
Age threshold: 18+. Payment speed: Could take a long while to earn the first
payout; then monthly.

7. Become an Instagram influencer
Companies are using Instagram influencers — people with large, dedicated followings on the
platform — to rep their products. You can get in on the action by applying for opportunities
via a marketing platform like Open Influence or AspireIQ, or by contacting the brands you
want to work with. (You can also make money on TikTok this way.)
Total time: You'll need to stick with it. Setup: Quick and easy. How easy to start:
Not that easy. It's a very competitive platform. Age threshold: 13+. Payment
speed: Varies on partnerships.

8. Monetize your Twitch channel
Gaming could be a way to make money from home if you have a steady following on Twitch,
the go-to site for gamers. Broadcasters can receive donations from viewers and even get a
share of subscription and ad revenue if they reach Affiliate or Partner status.
Total time: This can be a long game. Setup: Quick and easy. How easy to start:
Easy to start; takes a while to build a following. Age threshold: 13+. Payment
speed: Monthly.
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9. Sell your photography
Turn your photographs into cash via sites like Fine Art America, which lets you upload your
images to sell as prints, T-shirts, phone cases and more. Other marketplaces for
photographers include SmugMug, 500px and PhotoShelter. Some sites require a subscription
but may provide features ranging from cloud storage to password-protected galleries and a
customized website.
Total time: Buyers need to find you — and like your work. Setup: Just a few hours.
How easy to start: If you have a library of photos, you're on the way. Age
threshold: Any. Payment speed: Depends on your sales platform.

10. Sell unused gift cards
Make extra money by selling unused gift cards on a site like Cardyard CardCash or GiftCash.
These websites say they will pay you up to 92% of the card’s value. On CardCash, you can also
trade in your card for one you’ll use. Check out the top 10 best gift card exchange sites here.
Total time: Depends on the popularity of the gift card. Setup: Easy. How easy to
start: The more gift cards you have to sell, the better. Age threshold: Old enough
to have a credit card. Payment speed: Varies by sale method.
Need to know
•

You can get an instant offer or quote via sites like CardCash and GiftCash.
• You can sell gift cards at kiosks and participating retail locations to get cash the same
day, or try to sell it online. The latter takes longer, but you may get a better offer for
your gift card.
Requirements
•

Your gift card may need to meet a minimum balance to be resold. Not all cards will
generate offers.

11. You can create a listing and start accepting reservations in the
same day.
•

Payment is typically disbursed about 24 hours after your guest’s scheduled check-in
time, but processing time for that payment depends on the payout method. PayPal,
Western Union and Payoneer Prepaid debit cards are the fastest options; payment
through them appears within one business day.
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12. Trade in old phones, electronics for cash
Have an old phone, iPad or gaming system lying around? Sell it on a site like Swappa or
Gazelle. Check out Amazon’s trade-in program, which pays participants in Amazon gift cards
— and eBay, too. If you’re in a rush, try an ecoATM kiosk, which offers cash on the spot for
your device.
Total time: Lots of options, so your time spent will vary. Setup: A breeze. How
easy to start: Easy. Have phone, sell phone. Age threshold: Any. Payment speed:
Varies by where you sell.
Need to know
•

Selling directly (Swappa, OfferUp, Craigslist): In most cases, you take photos of the
phone, verify the electronic serial number is clean and post your listing. Some sites
review and approve postings, but the time is minimal.
• Selling to reseller (Gazelle): Answer a few questions online for an instant quote.
• Selling directly: When you get paid depends on how quickly your phone or device
sells. Once the item sells, payment is fast.
• Selling to reseller: First, you need to ship your phone to the reseller, which will then
inspect it before payment is sent via methods such as check, PayPal or an Amazon
electronic gift card, depending on the reseller.
Requirements
•
•

A used phone, laptop, gaming system, etc.
Cell phones: You need to verify the phone is not stolen or under a repayment plan.

13. Sign up for TaskRabbit
If you actually enjoy putting together Ikea furniture or standing in long lines, you may be cut
out for doing tasks for others. Websites like TaskRabbit can connect you with people who
need help with a variety of things, such as moving, cleaning, delivery and handyman services.
The site also offers several virtual and online tasks, such as helping with a research project or
data entry.
Total time: Local demand for your skills will determine the time you spend. Setup:
A couple of hours, then some time for approval. How easy to start: Easy, though
you'll need to do some research. Age threshold: 18+. Payment speed: A few days
after a job.
Need to know
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•

You can set up your profile and register in a matter of hours, but can't start accepting
tasks until your profile is approved by TaskRabbit.
• The company processes registration on a rolling basis to avoid over saturation in a
given market. How quickly your application is approved will depend on demand in
your area.
• Note that once approved, you need to pay a $25 fee and attend an orientation. So
you may first want to research your market and the value of your skills to determine if
that fee is worth it to you.
• You're paid after the task is completed through direct deposit. Payment typically takes
a few days to appear in your account.
Requirements
•
•

You need to be at least 18 to start working with TaskRabbit.
Prospective Taskers must also pass a background check.

14. Sign up to be a mystery shopper
Businesses often want to know how they’re performing from a customer’s perspective. Sign
up to be their eyes and ears. You can apply online via sites like IntelliShop, BestMark and
Sinclair Customer Metrics. Just beware of scams and do thorough research before signing on.
Total time: Varies by site. Setup: Applying takes little time, but approval can take a
while. How easy to start: Relatively easy if you have required transportation and
tech. Age threshold: May vary by site, but typically 18+. Payment speed: Varies by
company.
Need to know
•

The application process is typically quick, but then it's in the company's hands. It can
take days, or even months, to assess your application, depending on demand.
• Payout timing varies by company. BestMark, for example, issues payments twice a
month and payment is typically received three to four weeks after the mystery shop is
complete.
Requirements
•
•

Most mystery shopping services have an age requirement. You have to be at least 18
to shop for BestMark.
Depending on the service, you may need reliable transportation and internet access.

15. Put your drone to work
The market for drones is expanding. Companies hire out work like aerial inspection,
photography and land mapping. So if you’re already a drone enthusiast, why not make extra
money with your aircraft? You first need to register it with the Federal Aviation Administration
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and obtain certification from them for commercial use. Then, you can apply for gigs as a
drone pilot.
Total time: Depends on demand. Setup: You'll need to make time to pass a test.
And then find clients. How easy to start: If you already have a drone, you're likely
qualified. Age threshold: 16+. Payment speed: Varies by company.
Need to know
•

More than a month, in order to study, schedule and pass a written test.
• You also need to find clients.
• Payment will depend on your client.
Requirements
•
•
•

You’ll need a drone.
To do this legitimately, you’ll need a certificate that involves passing an aeronautical
knowledge test.
A background check is also needed.

Now that you have all these suggestions now start making money!

Disclaimer: In receipt of the YEP digital guide you are granted to use the Guide strictly for your own
educational purposes only. The licence granted is to use the Study Guide on your computer only and not to
be distributed to a third party, as part of the copyright printing is restricted.
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